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Inspiring speeches, rich exchanges and insightful
contributions were all on the agenda. They shed the light on
different aspects of Lebanon’s mission and role.

“Inspired by the past, building together the future”.

Bkerke Socio Economic Forum held its first edition in Bkerke on November 9, 2018 under
the auspices of His Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros El Rai, with the participation of more
than 300 distinguished guests coming from 40 countries from across the globe.
This year event carried the theme: “Inspired by the past, building together the future”. It
came at a very crucial moment for Lebanon as it is facing many challenges, at both regional
and domestic levels.
As the country of the cedars is getting close to celebrating the first one hundred years of
the creation of Great Lebanon, it was BSEF2018 objective to offer a unique platform to
reflect on the past achievements, the current challenges and the way forward to strengthen
Christian presence in Lebanon.
Inspiring speeches, rich exchanges and insightful contributions were all on the agenda.
They shed the light on different aspects of Lebanon’s mission and role; they reviewed key
milestones in Lebanon’s history and opened new horizons for building the future.
The Lebanese economy was at heart of the discussions as it is going through challenging
times. Participants, many of them industry pioneers and successful business leaders, drew
on their diverse experience to dissect the major issues the Lebanese are facing, such as
unemployment, youth migration, social vulnerability, and propose sustainable solutions.
BSEF2018 was also an opportunity to present concrete projects and initiatives, coming
from well-established institutions, that all aimed at consolidating social safety net,
protecting education rights and services, boosting regional development and job creation.
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OPENING SESSION
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Dr. Salim Sfeir welcome speech
Inspired by the past, building together the future
In his open ceremony speech WPF Vice-President, Dr. Salim Sfeir expressed his gratitude
to His Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Rai for his continuous support and for opening his
doors to BSEF2018.

“Lebanon today
needs the support of
all of us in order to
recover its image, its
essence, its role and
responsibilities”.

He stressed on the importance of a unique event that gathered in Bkerke more than 300
distinguished Lebanese business leaders and pioneers in different walks of life. In line with
this year forum theme “Inspired by the past, building together the future”, Dr. Sfeir started
by listing key historic events that forged together the history of the Maronites to that of
Lebanon. He emphasized the sacrifices of their ancestors to protect their freedom and
their attachment to human values.
While drawing important lessons from the past, Dr. Sfeir offered his vision for how to
deal with the upcoming challenges. He stated BSEF2018 goals to strengthen Christian
presence in Lebanon through key development projects and initiatives that consolidate
social safety net, create jobs and boost regional development. Collective action is therefore
needed as well as linking the resources and capabilities of the Lebanese inside Lebanon
to those living outside.

“Today more than ever the Christians are asked to stick to their founding
principles and to their Christian values to face up to the threats posed by
violent extremism, fanatic ideologies and isolationism”.
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His Beatitude Cardinal Mar Bechara Boutros Rai inaugural speech
Facing up to economic challenges
His Beatitude heralded the importance of BSEF2018 that comes at a crucial moment as
Lebanon is going through an economic downturn. ”Poverty is spreading, unemployment
is rising and Lebanese youth are migrating in search of job opportunities and safer life. We
are here to think about their future and look for ways to help them fulfill their dreams and
duties to society”, the patriarch said.

“Berke Socio
Economic Forum
comes at the right
moment.
The Lebanese people
look on it with hope
and trust.”

His beatitude articulated his vision of the BSEF2018 as a yearly event that helps
consolidating the links between Lebanese living abroad and those living inside. His
beatitude likened the Christian community expansion in the world and its relation to the
Mother land, to a Cedar tree rooted in the Lebanese mountain, extending its branches in
all direction, before adding: “The trunk (Bkerke) cannot live without the branches, nor the
branches without the trunk“.
The Maronite Patriarch recalled the founding principles of the social and economic doctrine
of the Catholic Church as well as the work of the Maronite Council in this regard. He listed
the basic rights underlying this doctrine, namely the right to build a family, the rights for
health and education. His beatitude touched upon the responsibility of the Government
to cater for these rights as well as the necessity to fight corruption, conduct social and
administrative reforms to improve governance, economic productivity and social justice.

“Poverty is spreading, unemployment is rising and Lebanese
youth are migrating in search of job opportunities and safer
life. We are here to think about their future and look for
ways to help them fulfill their dreams and duties to society”.
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THE LEBANESE CONNECTION,
VIEWS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE
Mr. Anwar Harb opened the panel calling for unity and sincerity. “We need
to understand the root causes of our illness in order to come up with the right
remedies“ he said; he urged the Lebanese to stick to their land, before calling
on the participants to reflect on the best strategies to stop emigration. Mr. Harb
recommended this forum to be held on a yearly basis and suggested the creation
of a General Secretariat to follow up on its work.

“The region is heading for a new political
order and we need to be ready”.

HE. Mr. Roger Dib presentation offered a historical context of today challenges.
He brought to mind the role played by the Lebanese expatriates in the formation of
Great Lebanon (1920). Mr. Dib astutely drew a parallel between the post WWI era
and the current one. “The region is heading for a new political order and we need to
be ready”. Lebanon is in the eye of the storm because of the regional conflicts and
the confrontation with Iran, he said and insisted on neutrality as the building bloc of
a stable Lebanon and the best way to safeguard it from wars and upheavals. “The
time has come to rethink the political system and establish a new national chart to
lay the foundation of a thriving partnership between its four major communities”
(Christian, Sunnis, Druze and Shias) Mr. Dib concluded.

“The time has come to rethink the political system and
establish a new national chart to lay the foundation of a
thriving partnership between its four major communities”.
Anwar Harb | Roger Dib | Anthony Asher | Antoine Azour | Georges Restom | Charles Hajj | Nisrine Daher | Fady Zouki

09

Mr. Anthony Asher built on US markets characteristics to propose the
enhancement and expansion of the Lebanese ecosystem. This will help hundreds
of companies to succeed and flourish. “We all believe that entrepreneurialism is
infiltrated into our culture and our young people have the traits, the will and the
desire to achieve this objective”. Mr. Asher presented his endeavors to support the
innovation and entrepreneurship center in USEK. This center already in business
contributes to develop the Lebanese ecosystem, a key move to create jobs, stop
the brain drain and entrench the youth in their land.

Mr. Charles Hajj focused on Lebanon business environment that is still conducive
for investments. He listed three areas of strengths: a robust banking system, a
strong support from the diaspora and the international community, as well as the
recent discovery of offshore resources of oil and gas. Mr. Hajj underlined the high
importance of CEDRE conference (international conference held in April 2018
in Paris and that pledged Lebanon $ 11 bn in infrastructure loans) in spurring
investments in Lebanon.

“Entrepreneurialism is infiltrated into our culture and our young
people have the traits, the will and the desire to achieve this objective”.

“Lebanon is still a business environment conducive for investments
and a land of opportunities”.

Mr. Antoine Azour coordinator of the Maronite Institutions drew on his own
personal experience to highlight the Lebanese style of doing business and its
underlying values; the ones that are transmitted to us by the family, the Church
and the school. Mr. Azour brought up the key role of Christian institutions as the
backbone of Christian presence in Lebanon and the duty to provide them with the
necessary support.

Mrs. Nisrine Daher offered a view from Australia, insisting on the role of the Church
as the centerpiece of a thriving Lebanese expatriate community. “The church
has always had the major task of preserving our culture... When the Lebanese
emigrated form Lebanon they could not take any physical aspect of the Lebanese
culture, though they carried with them the intangible aspect, the values of loyalty
and faith. These are our Godmother-our Church- values”.

“The Church, the beacon of our culture, and the glue holding us together”.

“The church has always had the major task of preserving our culture”.

Mr. Georges Restom, representing Lebanese expatriate in Africa, gave a message
of hope announcing that he is in the process of investing in Lebanon. He announced
his intention to build a manufacturing plant that will offer job opportunities to many
Lebanese.

HE. Mr. Fady Zouki echoed a similar voice from Australia reinforcing the
fundamentals of the Church and the key role of the Christian institutions in providing
education and health services especially to those in need. Mr. Hakme highlighted
the situation of the Christians living in Lebanon remote areas who have long suffered
marginalization and who are in deep need of assistance and support.
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LEBANON ENTREPRENEURIAL
TECHNOLOGY LANDSCAPE

The “enterpreneurial & Technology” panel offered a
comprehensive presentation of the Lebanese ecosystem.
The discussion revolved around the immense potential of
the high tech industry to boost job creation in Lebanon.
The panelists focused on Lebanon preparedness to take
advantage of the knowledge economy. They explored
areas of synergies, between expatriates and local
entrepreneurs, as well as possible opportunities to be
developed in Lebanon.

Maroun Chammas | Hilda Clune | Ramy Abujawdeh | George Ayoub | Corine Kiame | Rabih Krayem

13

Lebanese ecosystem, major highlights
- The Lebanese ecosystem was triggered by an initiative taken by
University Saint Joseph in the early 2000.
- The Lebanese digital economy scaled up fast. Today several
incubators, digital parks, projects labs, funds and support
organizations are pushing startup-growth.
- Circular 331 from Central Bank of Lebanon puts $ 400M on
the table for the knowledge economy. This money helped
banks to fund accelerators and incubators.
- As a result a total of $ 448.5M have been invested in the
last four years in the knowledge economy.
- Lebanese people have the fabric of the business
community: fluency in languages; culture of trade
and entrepreneurship, cultural diversity.
- Presence of rule based institutions (Berytech).
- High level of education provided by good
universities. Some of them developed
partnership with international institutions.
- Attractive lifestyle for business people;
Lebanon geographical location prepares
it to be a hub for the region.
- Key role of the diaspora as a booster
of the digital economy either through
direct investment; or through
partnership, coaching, mentoring,
business angels program.

Key Recommendations
Develop the Lebanese infrastructure
in order to provide faster and cheaper
telecom and Internet services as well as
streamlined electricity.

Strengthen corporate governance and
ensure higher protection for stakeholders
generally.

Incite more collaboration between
Lebanese entrepreneurial landscape
entities with the objective to consolidate
a full fledge ecosystem driving innovation
and wealth creation.

Develop economic zones specialized
in high tech industries and attract
international companies and organizations.

- Proven success stories in the
field of: FinTech, entertainment,
agriculture, clean energies, etc.
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TOGETHER WE STRENGTHEN OUR ROOTS;
TOGETHER WE DEFEND HUMAN DIGNITY
This panel started with a tribute to all the Martyrs who lost their lives to defend
the Motherland. The chairperson, Mr. Antoine Wakim, underscored the values
of generosity and solidarity that characterize the Christian Lebanese society
challenging the stereotype that “Lebanese are individualistic”. A society that
offered a great number of martyrs, provided free education and health services,
established a host of non-profit institutions dedicated to social work humanitarian
aid to save life, alleviate sufferings and maintain human dignity, such a society
cannot be labeled individualistic.

“Encouraging a new generation of accomplished
leaders rooted in our Lebanese Christian values.”

Dr. Elias Ayoub touched upon the Lebanese American community and its
immeasurable contribution to the American society in different walks of life. This
community is “the most assimilated ethnic group in America”, Dr. Ayoub said. He
also highlighted their high morality and their attachment to the Christian values
bestowed by their ancestors. He insisted on the deep desire of Lebanese American
to help and support their motherland provided they are given the appropriate tools.
Dr. Ayoub summarized success in three words: “Leadership, dedication and strong
foundation” and called for a new generation of leaders especially among women.

“Lebanese American have the desire to help and
support their motherland provided they are given the
appropriate tools.”
Antoine Wakim | Khater Bou Habib | Elias Ayoub | Chadia El Meouchi | Anthony Hashem |
Melhem Khalaf | Joseph Harb | Antoine Zoghbi
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Dr. Antoine Zoghbi presented the noble mission of the Lebanese Red Cross and
its work, mainly its endeavors during tough times to promote peace, serve society,
and alleviate human suffering through volunteering and without any racial, sexual,
social, religious or political discrimination.

Me. Chadia El Meouchi addressed the audience with a message of hope
emphasizing the importance of leadership values. She described how despite all
odds she managed to grow the family business, turning challenges into opportunities. She dazzled the audience with her statement: “Lebanon’s imperfection
and brokenness make it a very beautiful country and a very human one”.

“ Promote peace, serve society,
and alleviate human suffering”.

“Thriving in troubled environment
turning chalenges into opportunities”.

Dr. Khater Abou Habib presented Kafalat mission as loan guarantor and the role
it played through its different programs to facilitate access to funding, boost SMEs
and promote regional development.

“Lebanon’s imperfection and brokenness make it a very beautiful
country and a very human one”.

In the same course of action, Mr. Anthony Hashem, business owner based in
Australia, shared his experience in creating job opportunities to the Lebanese youth
in remote areas. He explained how he established regional offices in Lebanon that
now employ more than 50 Lebanese engineers.

Mr. Joseph Harb focused the audience attention on education and how important
it is to strengthen the bonds between Lebanon and the Expansion. He reiterated
that Lebanese abroad should learn more about the Church undertakings in the
motherland, especially in the social field and how hard it is trying to fill the gap left
by the government in different sectors such as health and education. Increasing
such awareness would pave the way for better engagement of the expatriates with
the motherland.

“Consolidate the safety net and fill the gap left by goverment.”
The panel concluded with a moving testimony from Mr. Melhem Khalaf who
presented “Joy of Giving” astonishing recent work in rebuilding Bab el Tebbane
and Jabal Mohsen, areas in North Lebanon devastated by the war. Joy of Giving
commitment to offer support to all Lebanese across sectarian lines, to consolidate
peace and build citizenship, is a living example of how values of love and forgiveness
are translated into concrete action.
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LEBANON FROM GOLGOTHA
TO THE RESURRECTION.
Special guest speaker
Dr. Philip Salem

“There is no civilization
without freedom, and
diversity is the gate to
the future”.

In his inspiring speech, guest speaker, Dr. Philip Salem gave a historic overview of Lebanon
recent history since the civil war that sparked in 1975. He reflected on its root causes
searching for the light to guide the way out of the crisis. “I came here not to talk about the
Golgotha but about Resurrection”, he asserted. The first act of saving the future, the first
act of leadership is “to accept our responsibility for what went wrong. “One becomes loser
when he rejects on others his failure. ”Dr. Salem drew on his own experience, as a physician
to state that making the right diagnosis is the first step toward effective treatment. He went
on listing the shortcomings of a traditional political establishment that failed in building the
State. He then denounced the lack of loyalty (of some) to Lebanon as well as the sectarian
political system.
Prof. Salem identified five guiding principles to serve as a simple blueprint for the future:
1- It has been used against us when it started serving political ends.
2- Establish reason as the way to knowledge. Reason is one of the ways that lead to God.
Reason strengthens humanity.
3- Build the secular state, and choose this path to enter the twenty first century.
4- Adopt neutrality as the guiding principle of Lebanon’s foreign policy. This should keep
Lebanon from regional conflicts and foster loyalty to Lebanon and to each other.
5- Assert the role of civil society in leading change because “those who led it (the country) to
death cannot bring it back to life”

Prof. Salem praised the uniqueness of Lebanon as a land of dialogue between religions and
cultures. Despite all odds, Christianity is still embracing Islam, he said. And despite all odds
Lebanon is a benchmark against extremism and terrorism. In closing, Dr. Salem solemnly
appealed for a new Lebanese civilizational spring. A Lebanese revival that promotes the
values of freedom and diversity. “There is no civilization without freedom, and diversity is
the gate to the future”.
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ENHANCING THE ECONOMIC PROSPECTS
AND CONSOLIDATING LEBANON SAFETY NET.
Special guest speaker
Governor Riad Salame
Key messages delivered:
� Lebanon suffers from a fiscal deficit and a current account deficit. This “twin deficit” is
placing upward pressure on interest rates and financing costs.
� Lebanon fiscal deficit exceeds its sustainable level. It has been amplified by the recent
decision of the government to increase salaries in the public sector.

“Lebanon banking sector
is solid and liquid, in
total compliance with
international standards
and rules”.

� In the last four years the Lebanon cumulative fiscal deficit reached 20 billions USD while
its economic growth for the same period totaled 4 billions USD. Putting it differently, the
fiscal deficit is not generating wealth enough.
� Lebanon commercial deficit is adding more pressure on the cost of borrowing. Lebanon
exports account for 19 billions USD while its imports don’t exceed 2.5 billions USD.
� The cost of financing the debt has increased due to the widening government budget
deficit, the regional turbulences, the domestic political problems and because of the
rise in the interest rates worldwide.
� Lebanon needs a structural reforms program aiming at reducing the size of the public
sector that is burdening the economy, boosting confidence and attracting investments.
� Since Lebanese economy is dollarized, devaluation is not an option; it would erode
confidence in the Lebanese economy, stop capital inflows, cause inflation and lead to
an increase in wages and interest rates.
� Attracting foreign currencies (US dollars) is Lebanese Central Bank priority. It is the
condition to build a strong Lebanese economy.
� Lebanon banking sector is solid and liquid, in total compliance with international
standards and rules (Base3l and IFRS9). Its consolidated balance sheets represents
four times the size of the domestic economy.
23

ADJUSTING TO NEW CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES
Mr. Maroun Helou looked at the Bkerke Socio Economic Forum as a realization of
His Beatitude motto: Love and Partnership. “It is a partnership between the society
in all its sectors and departments and the Church with all its ramifications”. Mr. Helou
focused on the crucial objective of keeping “our young generation in Lebanon” and
the important task of “endorsing policies to promote young entrepreneurs and
supporting them in finding local and overseas markets”.
The panel participants identified the challenges facing the different sectors of the
Lebanese economy and discussed some important structural reforms in order
to boost growth and consolidate social justice. They also identified trends and
opportunities namely those with high job creation potential trying to build on national
competitive advantages.

Industry

� Potential of turning Lebanon into an industry hub building on its financial strengths (banking
assets total $238.5 Billion), excellent universities and its widespread successful diaspora.
� Competitive industries were listed: packaging, automation, food processing, paper
making, recycling.
� Lebanon has a history of being a creative exporter. Efforts should be geared towards value
added industries, leveraging creativity, design, flexibility and customer services.
� Call to establish the Cedar Industrial Network bringing together the Lebanese industrialists
who established successful manufacturing plants in Lebanon and around the world namely in
Africa, Europe and the US.
Raffael Debbaneh | Charbel Elias | Fadi Gemayel | Sleiman Haroun | Ziad Hayek |
Ghassan Khraich | Sarkis Nassif | Makram Sader.
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Agriculture

Health

� 130,000 hectares still available to be planted with the potential to created 70,000 jobs
ensuring the living of 400,000 persons.
� The dairy industry has a big potential since the gap between imports ($300 M) and exports
($8 M) is 292 millions USD and can be filled by local production.
� 222,000 tons of avocados; 10,000 tons of carrots; 8,000 tons of garlic are imported to
cover our need while Lebanon climate and soil are ideal to produce them locally.
� Same agriculture potential for lentils, chickpeas, quinoa, chestnut, dried fruits, white fruits,
that are imported and can be grown or produced locally.
� Olive oil presents a good investment opportunity (due to the excellent reputation of
Lebanese olive oil) provided the right marketing strategies are put in place.
� In agro industry, processed food and wine production are attractive opportunities with
possible tax exemption for ten years.
� Investment in cold storage is promising since it is key to unlock the potential of the whole
agriculture sector.

� Christian institutions have been pioneers in the health sector, building and managing
hospitals and medical schools all over the Lebanese territory. This edge needs to be
maintained.
� Opportunity to invest in health tourism including plastic surgery, given that the services
provided in Lebanon are of high quality and provided at competitive prices.
� Establishing a medical research center to attract and keep talents and experts in the
medical field, leveraging the network of excellent and reputable Lebanese doctors worldwide.

Mr. Raffael Debbaneh

Mr. Charbel ELias

Mr. Fadi Gemayel

Mr. Ghassan Khraich

Mr. Makram Sader

Mr. Sarkis Nassif

Mr. Sleiman Haroun

Mr. Ziad Hayek
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Public Private Partnership

� CEDRE conference will inject $ 11.800 Billion in infrastructure projects: transportation ($4
Billion); Water ($3 Billion); Waste Management ($2 Billion) - Public Private Partnership ($1.8
Billion) 280 projects all over Lebanon.
� New PPP law recently voted by the Lebanese parliament that provides a comprehensive
regulatory framework for a competitive and transparent investment environment.
� Major public investments in process: airport expansion ($500 Million); Khalde-Okaibe
Highway ($3 Billion); Lebanon Cloud Data Center ($100 Million).
� Existence of offshore oil and gas and Syria reconstruction, offer substantial growth
prospects in the future.

Banking

PROJECTS

� Solid banking sector according to international standards. High liquidity ratio (60%); high
capital adequacy ratio (16.5%).
� Full compliance with global tax compliance including Foreign Account Tax Compliance
Act (FATCA) and the Common Reporting Standard (CRS).
� Strong and well-established international banking services network: direct presence in
90 cities across the globe and 200 correspondent banks. Expatriate owns 40% of banks
deposits.
� Lebanese banks are well prepared to provide advisory services to international institutions
or investors as well short term financing.
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Alzheimer Centre &
Elderly House

Autism Center

Dalamanutha
Christ King
Unique in the Middle East
this project is championed
by the well known Sisters
of the Cross Congregation.
Located in a landmark
site (the old Christ King
sanctuary) this project’s
mission is to provide
reception and care facility
to cater for elderly people
namely those suffering
from Alzheimer disease.
Required Investment:
Alzheimer Center:
$3,555,800
Elderly Center:
$3,596,800
Special Care Center:
$3,533,000
Community Center:
$3,150,000
Total : $13,838,240

Sustainable
Development Centre

Bet Rafqa, Elderly
House

Telemedicine

Christian Schools
Support initiative

Sesobel

Lebanese Maronite
Order

Ordre des Religieuses
Libanaises Maronites

Hotel Dieu de France

WPF

Sesobel has initiated
the construction of a
new autism center on
an adjacent land to its
premises in Aintoura.
With this Center Sesobel
is taking a large leap
forward towards the future.
The new centre will be
completely adapted to
provide the necessary
setting needed for the
harmonious development
of the children and youth
with autism.

This projects aims
at boosting regional
development in the
Akkar region through
the establishment of an
agriculture pole, offering
a full fledged training
program to farmers, as
well as other vocational
training programs to
develop job opportunities.
This new facility will
be an extension to the
already existing technical
institute established by the
Lebanese Maronite order.

Bet Rafqa was founded
by a host of generous
individuals who wanted to
give a better opportunity
to the elderly needs. The
organization was built
around the purpose of
providing a happy and
fulfilling experience to the
elderly and serve them with
respect and dignity. While
the project is already up
and running, it is still short
of $1.1M to cover for the
shortfall in the forthcoming
four years before it reaches
financial equilibrium.

There is a growing demand
in Lebanon for medical
services bamely in isolated
rural communities. To
address this need and in
partnership with Hotel Dieu
de France this projects
proposes to create three
sustainable development
centres in remote areas
(Aine Ebel, Qobeyat,
Deir Al Ahmar) to offer
telemedicine services. In
addition these centres will
help promote tourism and
local production.

The Lebanese Christian
society is going through
a crisis threatening one
of the main pillar of its
longstanding mission in
the Levant: the Catholic
Schools. WPF took the
initiative to financially
support these schools,
namely the most vulnerable
ones. The total aid package
for this year is $925,000. it
aims at supporting 4,653
students and 31 schools.

Required investment:
$1.1 M

Required Investment:
$580,000

Aintoura (Keserwan)

Required Investment:
$1.2 M
(already raised $5.8M)

Munjiz (Akkar)

Required Investment:
$500,000

Jrebta (Batroun)

Required aid package:
$925,000
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CLOSING
STATEMENT

Closing Statement
At the generous initiative of His Beatitude and Eminence Mar
Bechara Boutros Rai, the 77th Patriarch of Antioch and all the
East of the Maronites, President of the “World Patriarchal
Maronite Foundation for Integral Development” (WPF),
WPF held its first “Work Socio-Economic Forum” in Bkerke,
Lebanon on November 9-10, 2018.
The Archbishops of the Maronite Archdioceses in the world,
business and industry leaders from Australia, the U.S.A.,
Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Europe, and Africa, and
a large number of their Lebanese counterparts, honored the
invitation to Bkerke’s Forum.
His Beatitude presided the forum, and urged the participants, at
the eve of the centennial commemoration of the establishment
of the new Lebanon, to “draw the inspirations from the past in
order to build the future together”.
During the panels numerous experts, immigrants and
residents, presented their views and projects exploring
current challenges and upcoming opportunities. The
participants discussed the difficult economic conditions
the Lebanese people, particularly the Christians, are going
through. They stressed on the necessity to provide the latter
with the means and support to carry their civilizing mission in
Lebanon and the Middle East. This support will help sustain
the diversity that has transformed the Lebanese nation
into a land of interaction between religions and cultures. All
Lebanese communities, Muslims and Christians, welcomed
this founding mission and marked their attachment to
the culture of dialogue and atonement as well as their
condemnation of violence and extremism. Throughout its
history, Lebanon, and its Christians, have established a
culture of pluralism, democracy and mutual recognition.

The participants have expressed their admiration for the scientific, cultural and
economic work Lebanon was able to achieve, despite the surrounding tumult and
notwithstanding the many challenges it faced not the least of which is the recent
refugees crisis. Lebanon has fulfilled in this regard his humanitarian duty in anticipation
of return of all displaced to their homeland. The participants marked their admiration
for the education level in Christian schools and universities, as well the health services
provided by Lebanon’s hospitals and medical institutions. They emphasized the role of
these institutions in producing a generation of leaders and pioneers who championed
economic and cultural development in Lebanon and the region.
In addition, the participants discussed a series of economic, educational and social
projects aiming at strengthening the social safety net, and boosting sustainable
development in remote areas, in order to minimize the youth migration. These projects
aim as well at safeguarding the unique contribution of longstanding institutions that for
more than fourteen centuries have been carrying their mission, in the service of people
and humanity.
The participants made the following recommendations:
1. Institutionalizing the Forum to become a permanent entity that thrives to support
the mission of the Maronite Patriarchate that consists of anchoring the Christian
presence in Lebanon, in cooperation with the Christian community of the
Lebanese in the world, in order to safeguard the image of a pluralistic and diverse
Lebanon.
2. Establishing a secretariat-general for the Forum. It was also unanimously decided
to appoint Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, bishop of the Maronite Diocese of
Australia, as Secretary General and to nominate representatives of the various
countries of immigration. The step to follow is to develop a strategic action
plan for the upcoming phase. The Secretariat-General will be working at the
same time to transform the Forum into a functioning body that works to hold its
conference in Lebanon on an annual basis. The Forum objective is to increase the
level of participation to include all the Lebanese energies in the world, in order
to strengthen the Christian community capacities to face up to the challenges
and difficulties and pave its way to the future. It was also decided that Secretary
General will be the spiritual guide of the Forum.
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3. Emphasizing the role of the youth in Lebanon and
abroad, maintaining with them and among them
a constant communication, encouraging them to
engage in collective and voluntary work that aims at
boosting their patriotic spirit and their attachment to
the Motherland. Such efforts aim at developing mutual
trust and enhancing nation credibility.
4. Promoting the importance of Lebanon existence
and presence, as a necessity for the survival of the
Christians in the Middle East. The forum stresses on
the active role of the immigrants and the Churches
in the immigration countries to promote this idea and
incite the new generations to understand the richness
of their ancestors’ heritage, and encouraging the
immigrants and their families to increase their visits to
their Motherland.
The participants thanked His Beatitude for his initiative, as
well as the WPF for its efforts, and the immigrants for their
extensive participation in this conference, which reflects the
personal attachment to Lebanon and the rejection of despair.
The participants have also wished to pursue, working to
strengthen the existence of Lebanon as an example for
cultural diversity and richness, and safeguarding its previous
and future role as a pioneer for cultural, economic and social
advancement.

ALBUM
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Contact us :
+961 1 493 830
BSEF@wpf.org.lb
www.wpf.org.lb
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